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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Spinal cord injury
(SCI) is most often the result of a trauma to the spinal cord, but can also be associated with congenital or degenerative disease. In the United States
alone currently there are approximately a quarter million people with SCI. Every year, approximately 10,000 people in the United States survive an
acute traumatic injury to the spinal cord. The majority of these people are male and under the age of 25. In addition to paralysis, persons with SCI
will likely experience problems with bladder and bowel control, as well as alterations in sexual functioning. The impact of a SCl on sexual
functioning depends on the degree of the injury and its location on the spinal cord. Sexual dysfunction in persons with SCI may have both
physiologic and psychological (e.g., body image, self esteem) elements that can be distressing regardless of the person s gender, age, or culture.
Both men and women report a decreased desire for sexual activity following their injury. Frequency of sexual activity is also known to decrease
after injury in both men and women. In men with SCI, factors affecting sexuality typically include erectile and ejaculatory dysfunction. Factors
affecting women with SCI may include difficulties having comfortable intercourse, and the ability to reach or feel orgasm. Although some men with
SCI are unable to have erections, many still maintain the ability to have some erectile function, albeit of insufficient quality and duration for
intercourse. Possible treatments include devices such as the vacuum erection device as well as the injection of vasoactive drugs into the penis. A
recent innovation to improve erectile function in men with SCI has been the approval of the drugs such as sildenafil (Viagra(R)). Infertility...
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