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specification is a subject of current software engineering research and becoming increasingly
accepted by a larger audience in the computer science community. However, the specification of
telecommunication networks is mainly based on weakly formalized paradigms that rely on natural-
language descriptions of the behaviour of network components. The research focus of the GDMO
project, in the context of which this paper originates, was the introduction of elements of formal
specification into such specification methods. This paper explores procedures to translate
specifications in the semi-formal network component specification formalism GDMO (Guidelines for
the Definition of Managed Objects), defined and standardized by ITU and ISO, into ZEST, an object-
oriented extension of the formal Z specification language. It also contains an illustrative case study
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