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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIV SOME PRINCIPLES OF MINING MINING is an
effective weapon, but it must be applied to suitable ob-jectives, and its use restricted by certain rules which have been deduced from experience. As
regards the actual processes, the only important changes to be anticipated are the development of the use of rapid tools and of high explosives. The
most vulnerable points in trench-mine warfare are the following: Listening and observation posts in advance of the line; machine-gun and trench-
mortar positions; junction-points of communicating-trenches with front line. Mines were employed to attack, and countermines to defend, many
besieged cities in the past, but the application of mining methods in trench warfare has at no time or place reached the scientific development
which ob r tains in the present war, though our own Civil War furnishes several examples of its use in connection with the trench fighting of those
days, viz.: Petersburg, Va., and other localities. The situation of the western front is briefly as follows: Some thousands of mines have been blown by
the Germans, British, and French, many of them with very large charges. The British and French were mostly engaged m defensive operations
during 1915 and a portion of 1916, but since that date the application of mining methods by the Allies has been mostly on the offensive. Wherever
opposing trenches are close together, mining warfare has almost invariably ensued. Mining fluctuates from time to time, and in 1915 and 1916 was...
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