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***x* GAO reviewed: (1) the Department of Defense s (DOD) use of war reserve spares to support the peacetime operations of the C-5 and C-141 long-
range airlift aircraft; (2) shortcomings in DOD reporting of the status of war reserve parts to the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and (3) the effects of recent
changes in Eastern Europe on U.S. war reserve spare requirements. GAO found that: (1) a 1982 policy allows the Air Force to use war reserve spares
when peacetime operating stocks are not available; (2) as of July 1989, the Air Force had about 57 percent of required wartime C-5 spare parts and
had about 64 percent of required wartime C-141 spare parts; (3) the number of flying hours the Air Force programmed for both aircraft frequently
exceeded the number that peacetime spare parts funds could support, and the number of flying hours frequently exceeded the number of
programmed hours; (4) Air Force officials believed that training and user demands affected the actual hours flown; (5) federal officials believed that
recent changes in Eastern Europe should decrease wartime flying requirements, which should result in a reduction in war reserve spares
requirements; and (6) such a reduction would mitigate the adverse effects of current wartime reserve spare shortages.
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