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*exex At its best, baseball calls on a wide array of subtle skills, rewarding the teams that know how to play the game better than their opponents over
the long 162-game season. Whitey Herzog learned those skills under the tutelage of Cesey Stengel in the Yankees training camps of the 1950s: how to
take a lead; which side of the cutoff man to aim for; when to take an extra base depending on whether the outfielder throws left-handed or right-
handed; the best ways to turn or prevent a double play. These little things might make a difference in two or three games over the course of a
season, but two or three wins are often what separates a pennant winner from the pack. As Whitey would personally learn playing alongside greats
like Roger Maris and Yogi Berra -- and managing players like George Brett, Darrell Porter, and Ozzie Smith -- baseball should reward such attention
to detail. That inside knowledge can create the chance for a less physically awesome team to beat its imposing adversaries -- and what is more
satisfying in sports than David toppling Goliath through skill and guile? But in the modern game, Herzog argues, players don t learn these skills, and
the game no longer rewards them if they do. Expanded playoffs mean that more teams reach the postseason, so excellence over 162 games is less
important than ever before. Players know that their agents will negotiate salaries based on their home runs, batting averages, and RBI counts; why
learn the parts of the game that don t show up in the box scores? The richest teams can bash their way into the playoffs...
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