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less an asking for things and more a communion of spirit with spirit; the answers we look for are less external gifts bestowed and more spiritual life
imparted; we do not so much seek succor from life s battles and burdens as courage for the first and patience for the second. Thus prayer becomes
hardly distinguishable from meditation; it is listening to God perhaps even more than speaking to him, it is compliance with the Psalmist s counsel,
Commune with your own heart upon the bed and be still. It is therefore less a matter for appointed times and occasions; more a habit than an act,
more an atmosphere than either. It is consequently more difficult to give it outward and formal expression except in liturgies; it is more private, less
public, more unuttered, less expressed, more a life of the subconscious self, less a conscious and deliberate speech. Those sentences will repay
thoughtful study. One is tempted to fancy a smile lurked in the eyes of the writer as he penned the closing phrases: more private, less public; more
unuttered, less expressed! It would be a hard task indeed to put together more of serious sounding evasion in the same space. Our author calls it a
changing aspect of prayer; but what sort of prayer is it that does not look up to God or back to Christ, that looks only with...
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