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*****.From the Introduction: FOR many years there has been a growing desire among the CraG for knowledge and instruction beyond that received
in the Lodge room. This has led to the collection of Masonic books and documents. In view of the very large number of Masonic books and
pamphlets that have been published, and the great number of masons in almost every community, it would seem that the managers of general
Libraries, which are intended to furnish information upon all important topics of public interest, would have included standard masonic works in
their collections. But it has not been so and even now few of our largest Libraries have any books of a Masonic character. This has led to the
formation of Libraries exclusively masonic. I believe that Bro. T. S. Parvin of Iowa, was the pioneer; he commenced the Library of the Grand Lodge
of Iowa in 1844, but its growth was very slow for many years. The publication of their Proceedings by the various Grand Masonic Bodies now adds
annually a large amount to the material for Masonic Libraries; and as it is well understood that these Proceedings contain the jurisprudence and the
material for the history of the progress of the Institution, the demand for them has become greater than ever before. But for these purposes, full
files are necessary. One great diJiculty in their collection arises from its not being known what Proceedings have been issued. The same diJiculty
has been experienced in the collection of Masonic Periodicals. To remedy this, these Memoranda were collected, originally for my own use, but given
to the public at the request of others. To save space in...
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