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the little boy purposed to fulfill this wish, but in a few years financial misfortunes reduced the family to extreme poverty, and made it impossible to
carry out this intention. All must work for a living. Between the ages of eight and twenty the life of Samuel was one of almost constant manual
labor. He tried his hand at many things; and it proved a hand that could do many things well. Before he attained his majority he might have called
himself a blacksmith, a farmer, a shoemaker, a tanner, or a mason; and proved his right to each title by creditable work. With a mind naturally
quick and versatile, he had also an industry, and perseverance, and an ambition to excel, which made him a favorite with his employers. In homes
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