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Demand *****Excerpt: .we going to dine with the countess to-morrow night? asked Ruth impetuously. Certainly, child, Miss Sallie replied, her
serenity undisturbed. It is true your father may not have returned from his fishing trip, but there is no reason why we should not go without him.
Ruth closed her eyes. Could it be possible that they might be invited to eat food paid for by money gained dishonestly? Surely Monsieur Duval could
not have spoken the truth! Here comes that Mrs. De Lancey Smythe, remarked Miss Sallie with sudden energy. | 111 do wish that woman would keep
away from us. Aunt Sallie, said Ruth, what do you dislike most about Mrs. De Lancey Smythe? Don t ask me, my dear, returned Miss Stuart rather
impatiently. Everything | should say. | must confess that the very sight of her irritates me. There is something peculiar about her, at any rate, said
Ruth, | have seen her face grow hard as rock and look positively wicked when she thought no one was noticing her. Marian is afraid of her, too.
Nonsense, Ruth, replied Miss Sallie severely. You and Barbara let your imaginations have too free rein. | don t approve of the woman and dislike her
intensely, but | am not going to make her out an ogre. She is, though, persisted Ruth. That s why you don t like her, only you don t know it yourself.
Some day you Il see | am right. Oh, here come Mollie and Grace. What s new, chilluns? and springing to her feet Ruth called to Bab then hurried
toward the approaching girls. Mollie and Grace had been outin a...
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