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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. Excerpt from Some of the Problems of Empire: Oration Delivered at the
Commencement of the College of California, Wednesday, June 3d, 1868 Empires have been built on
man overthrown, rather than on chained seas and continents subdued, and forests hewn down,
and mountains leveled, and rivers Spanned, and nature wooed into the bondage of sweet and
tireless servitude. The old dream of empire seems to have been a magnificent rather than a grand
one. It was continental, not universal. Its horizon was scarcely wider than that set by the common
thirst for power, and the probable sweep of armies though new fields of em pire shaped themselves
from chaos as the centuries rolled. And when, at length, imagination had plumed her wings for
adventurous ?ight, the habitable world had outgrown human conceit, and the possibilities of men
had become immeasurable. Profane history knows nothing of any very early empire. There was
none. There could be none. Empire is impossible where there is not some sort of culture to become
its nucleus, and then its center. Barbarism, by its very terms, ekelndes organization, culture...
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