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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Bamberg, course:
African American Drama, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: History is an issue of great meaning within the works of August
Wilson. In this paper shall be analysed through which channels and with which methods the author transports not only the history of a family, but
also the history of slavery interwoven with the experiences of the characters and their ancestors in the award winning novel The Piano Lesson. In
this process of analysis we will find, that Wilson proposes a concept of memory that can be summed up with the term kommunikatives Gedächtnis
which was coined by Jan and Aleida Assmann and further developed by Harald Welzer. For better understanding the term communicative memory
will be used instead. In his play Wilson uses the method of storytelling. Through this we can see how the characters within the play communicate
with each other and on one level transport communicative memory. But on the other level the reader becomes a silent listener participating in these
conversations and in this role is able to read historical elements from the subtext of the stories told. In the last chapter August Wilson s way of
communicating memory will be compared to Toni Morrison s approach in Site of Memory. What the reader finds in the first lines of the play is a
short description of the setting. This short text tells about the Charles house and the people who live in it. Most of the description however is
concerned with the piano. What time or period is...
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