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Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. As global flows of goods, capital,
information, and people accelerate competitive pressure on businesses throughout the industrialized world, firms have responded by reorganizing
work in a variety of eEorts to improve eEiciency and cut costs. In the United States, where minimum wages are low, unions are weak, and
immigrants are numerous, this has oFen lead to declining wages, increased job insecurity, and deteriorating working conditions for workers with
little bargaining power in the lower tiers of the labor market. Low-Wage Work in the Wealthy World builds on an earlier Russell Sage Foundation
study (Low-Wage America) to compare the plight of low-wage workers in the United States to five European countries--Denmark, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom--where wage supports, worker protections, and social benefits have generally been stronger. By
examining low-wage jobs in systematic case studies across five industries, this groundbreaking international study goes well beyond standard
statistics to reveal national diEerences in the quality of low-wage work and the well being of low-wage workers. The United States has a high
percentage of low-wage workers--nearly three times more than Denmark and twice more than France. Since the early 1990s, however, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, and Germany have all seen substantial increases in low-wage jobs. While these jobs oFen entail much the same drudgery
in Europe and the United States, quality of life for low-wage workers varies substantially across countries. The authors focus their analysis on the
inclusiveness of each country s industrial relations system, including national collective bargaining agreements and minimum-wage laws, and the
generosity of social benefits such as health insurance, pensions, family leave, and paid vacation time--which together sustain a significantly higher
quality of life for low-wage workers in some countries....
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