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***x* Excerpt from Science and Theology: Their Common Aims and Methods One object of this book is to show on what evidence some of the great
fundamental principles of science have been established, and to make clear that these principles are provisional only, since they are always liable to
revision in the light of new knowledge. A second object is to present of the structure and evolution of the universe as conceived in the light of the
discoveries of the last forty or fifty years. But it is important to remember that the conception is only a conception. The difference between fact and
hypothesis must be carefully discriminated. A third object is to show that modern science has become a great fundamental factor in human life and
progress. Its continuous growth is a proof of its vitality, and its innumerable applications to our daily wants a proof of its ability. No religious system
can possibly prevail if it cannot assimilate the great truths of science. The characteristic of the scientific mind is its determination to test every
dogma, whatever the authority on which it reposes. A fourth object is to show that permanent and final truth, whether in science or in theology, is
very rare and very hard to come by; and that what we call truth is usually an affair of a greater or less degree of probability. The revelation of truth
is conditioned by our ability to receive it. In this world it is always partial and incomplete. Reinterpretation of truths already established are
therefore constantly necessary in the light of new knowledge. Most of the divisions amongst Christians may be traced to the fact that...
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