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**xxx Excerpt from Address of J. H. Benton, Jr., At the Dedication of the Bradford Public Library Building: Bradford, Vermont, July 4, 1895 Two
sentiments dominate the day, - loyalty to the nation and love of learning. The one is typified by the flag with its resplendent folds and glittering stars,
the other by the beautiful building which we have met to dedicate to sound learning and popular education. Our first duty is to acknowledge our
obligation to the man to whose generous gift Bradford owes its first permanent library building. John Lunn Woods was born at Corinth, Orange
county, Vermont, February 11, 1821. He was the third of the five children of Oliver Woods and his wife, whose maiden name was Lucinda Lamb.
Oliver Woods was a farmer owning a farm of considerable size, and he died when John was about thirteen years old. Mrs. Woods then took charge
of and managed the farm. John was named for his uncle, John Lunn Woods, who kept a country store at Woodsville, New Hampshire, and when the
boy was fifteen years of age he went to live with his uncle. His education in books was received in the district schools of Corinth and Woodsville, and
his education in practical life in those excellent schools, the country farm and the country store. He learned industry and economy, and at the age of
twenty he went to Port Huron, Michigan, where he began work as a laborer at very low wages. He stated in after life that during the first year his
entire expenses - for he was boarded by his employer - were less than five dollars. About the Publisher...
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