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County, lowa, Vol. 1: Also Biographical Sketches of Some Prominent Citizens of the County Sixty years ago all that part of the great and beautiful
state of lowa of which the county of Page is a part was practically terra incognita, a vast wilderness, given over by the Almighty to wild beasts, birds
of the air and their masters, the Indians, who roamed the plains and forests at will, claim ing and securing an existence from the bounteous hand of
nature. Here the deer, buffalo and other fur bearing animals found a habitat, and the many streams gave generously of the palatable fish. The red
man had no care for the morrow. No thought came to him that his possessions would ever be disturbed by the pale face. So he continued his
dreams. The hunt was his daily avocation, broken in upon at intervals by a set-to with a hostile tribe of aborigines, that was always cruel and bloody
in its results and added spoils to the victor and captives for torture. He knew not of the future and cared less. But the time was coming, was upon
him. When he was called upon to make way for a stronger and a progressive race of men; when the fair land, that was their birthright, and their
hunting grounds, resplendent with the gorgeous ?ower and emerald sod, must yield to the husbandman. The time had come for the buffalo, deer
and elk to seek pastures new, that the alluvial soil might be turned to the sun and fed with grain, to yield in their seasons the richest of harvests.
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