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oothby was born in Adelaide to a prominent family in the recently established British colony of South Australia.[2] His father was Thomas Wilde
Boothby, [3] who for a time was a member of the South Australian Legislative Assembly, three of his uncles were senior colonial administrators, and
his grandfather was Benjamin Boothby (1803-1868), controversial judge of the Supreme Court of South Australia from 1853 to 1867.[4] When
Boothby was aged approximately seven his English-born mother, whom he held in great regard, separated from his father and returned with her

children to England. There he received a traditional English grammar school education at Salisbury, Lord Weymouth s Grammar (now Warminster
School) and Christ s Hospital, Londo.
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