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the class struggle, out of which the Social Demooratio party has sprung up, and out of which alone it can draw the necessary strength to bid
defiance to every storm and to all its enemies. The founders of our party, --Marx, Engels and Lassalle, --impressed upon the workingmen the
necessity of the class character of our movement so deeply that down to a very recent time there were no considerable deviations or getting off the
track. The Cologne resolution was called forth by a proposal made by Edward Bernstein, then living in London, and as editor of the Social Democrat
honored by the members of the party. Till the year 1803 there never was any talk in public about the possibility or advisability of taking part in the
Prussian legislative elections. In the beginning of the 80s, the cooperation of the Social Democracy with the political democrats was advocated on
the quiet by the democrats of Frankfort for the purpose of gaining a socialist and a democratic representative for Frankfort in the legislature; but
the proposition was declined, also on the quiet, without getting noised abroad. What turned the scale was this consideration, viz. That the class
character of the party would be weakened by an alliance of this kind; ntd that the advantage of gaining a representative would be far more than
offset by the disadvantage of an alliance...
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