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***xx Excerpt from Position and Duties of the North With Regard to Slavery It has been common, both at the South and the North, to deny not only
the duty, but the right of Northern men to discuss the subject of slavery. The attempt has been made to draw around the Africans in bondage a line
of circumvallation, which philanthropy, sympathy, nay, not even calm, dispassionate investigation can cross with impunity. This line, however, we
cannot hold sacred. For the Africans are within the pale of human brotherhood, which Christianity has marked for us; and the fact, that they are
part and parcel of our own body politic, certainly cannot render them less our brethren. Nor, on the other hand, can the fact, that they belong to
States which wield some of the attributes of independent sovereignty, rightfully exclude them from our sympathy, unless we have been wrong in
sympathizing with the Greeks and Poles, and with the Asiatic tributaries of Great Britain, with whose oppressors we surely have as little political
connection as with the Southern States of our own Confederacy. Is it said that the Constitution and laws of the Union preclude our action in the
premises, and therefore should suppress our sympathy, or at least the free utterance of it? We deny that the Constitution or fundamental laws of the
Union put this subject beyond the reach of our political action; and, if they did, and it should still appear that God had placed us under religious
obligations to the enslaved, we cannot for a moment admit that human compacts or enactments are valid against the divine law. Is it peremptorily
asserted, that we at...
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