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***** |t was an adventure with its own thrill to ride around a bend in the narrow trail and be greeted by an old, well-remembered landmark: a flat-
topped boulder where he had lain when a boy, looking up at the sky and thrilling to the whispered promises of life; or a pool where he had fished or
swum; or a tree he had climbed or from whose branches he had shot a gray squirrel. A wagon-road which he might have taken he abandoned for a
trail which better suited his present fancy since it led with closer intimacy into the woods. It was late afternoon when he came to the gentle rise
which gave first glint of the little lake so like a blue jewel set in the dusty green of the wooded slopes. As he rose in his stirrups to gaze down a vista
through the tree-trunks, he saw the bright, vivid blue of a cloak. Now, there s a woman, thought Packard without enthusiasm. The woods were quite
well enough alone without her. As | suppose Eden was. But along she comes just the same. And of course she must pick out the one dangerous spot
on the whole lake shore to display herself on. For he knew how, just yonder where the blue cloak caught the sunlight, there was a sheer bank and
how the lapping water had cut into it, gouging it out year after year so that the loose soil above was always ready to crumble and spill into the lake.
The wearer of the bright garment stirred and stood up, her back still toward him. Young girl, most likely, he hazarded an opinion....
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