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privilege, inasmuch as it renders her most like to her Divine Spouse and is the pledge and surety of
her triumphs. As of the Lord Himself (Luke 24:26), so of His Church it may be truly said that she
ought to suffer these things and so to enter into her glory. Her most signal successes have been
preceded, and indeed attended, by humiliations and apparent failures, and have been
accomplished, like all the great designs of God, under the heavy weight of the Cross. It is not,
however, of exterior trials and sufferings that the author principally treats, or of those obvious
temptations to which all Christians are exposed, but of those deep interior miseries, those subtle
devices of self-love, those illusions and preternatural assaults of the evil one, which, in some form or
other, they must...
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