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**xxxx Selections from The Principles of Philosophy Rene Descartes (1596-1650) Sample: There have been, indeed, in all ages great minds who
endeavoured to find a fifth road to wisdom, incomparably more sure and elevated than the other four. The path they essayed was the search of first
causes and true principles, from which might be deduced the reasons of all that can be known by man; and it is to them the appellation of
philosophers has been more especially accorded. | am not aware that there is any one of them up to the present who has succeeded in this
enterprise. The first and chief whose writings we possess are Plato and Aristotle, between whom there was no difference, except that the former,
following in the footsteps of his master, Socrates, ingenuously confessed that he had never yet been able to find anything certain, and that he was
contented to write what seemed to him probable, imagining, for this end, certain principles by which he endeavoured to account for the other
things. Aristotle, on the other hand, characterised by less candour, although for twenty years the disciple of Plato, and with no principles beyond
those of his master, completely reversed his mode of putting them, and proposed as true and certain what it is probable he himself never esteemed
as such. But these two men had acquired much judgment and wisdom by the four preceding means, qualities which raised their authority very high,
so much so that those who succeeded them were willing rather to acquiesce in their opinions, than to seek better for themselves. The chief question
among their disciples, however, was as to whether we ought to...
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