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***** Congratulations! You just finished writing your first novel! What do | do next? If you re like | was, that was the first question you asked
yourself.Do you remember what | said last time? In Nine Day Novel: Writing? Steve, | totally remember: You said, Bravo! Pop champagne and. You
remember that part after the champagne about calling someone, right? Your Editor-the Last Line of Defense. But editors cost a lot of money and
wouldn t be helpful if we could minimize some of that expense by doing a little bit of editing ourselves? Before we send it off to an expensive
professional? Don t make the mistake | did! On my first novel, | debated for months between paying an editor and whether | should just edit the
entire thing myself. After all, how hard it be, right?Predictably, money won out, and I chose poorly, publishing my first book before a professional
editor had proofread it. That was a big mistake. That one decision set my writing career back about a year.Why? Because my book languished on
Amazon as yet another unprofessional, unfinished and unwanted draft, posing as a completely finished novel.l got discouraged, disappointed and
down. It took months before | overcame my fear of what a professional editor would say about my first novel. Because that was the real reason |
had edited it myself all along. A great editor will make your novel shine. Picture your reader, trying to follow the fantastic story that you
painstakingly outlined, researched and wrote. As they read, their eyes are interrupted by misspellings, grammatical errors, improper word usage
and dialogue that s punctuated poorly. Finally, unable to...
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