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illustrated. 1984 Excerpt: . . . proportion of babies with working mothers are cared for, albeit briefly, by mothers on maternity leave. Fewer than 40
percent of working mothers are entitled to some paid leave at the time of childbirth, usually for about 6 to 8 weeks, and a somewhat larger group
may remain home on an unpaid but job-protected leave for 3 or 4 months. 14 Some parents, especially those with preschool aged children, work
diGerent shiHs in order to manage child care. Although this method of care has received very little attention thus far, researchers using three
diGerent data sets (the Current Population Survey, the Panel Study of Income Dynamics, and the Quality of Employment Survey) have found that
this may be a more significant pattern of work by parents with young children than suspected. 15 A very few employers, largely hospitals, provide
onsite child-care services (about 230 hospitals; about 50 employers), and a few others subsidize payment of care. 6 Child-care quality: programming
and standards More than half of all nursery schools are private, 66 percent. Eighty-eight percent of the kindergartens are public. There are limited
national data available on these programs. On the other hand, a much more extensive picture exists regarding the more than 11, 000 federally
funded daycare centers that existed in the fall of 1981. This type of center is discussed here. In early 1980, the Department of Health and Human
Services issued proposed day-care regulations concerning group size, staG-to-child ratios, training qualifications for care givers, nutrition, health
care, parent...
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