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**x*xx Excerpt from The Tabernacle of Israel in the Desert, Vol. 2: A Companion Volume to the Portfolio of Plates, Explanatory of the Particulars, With
Detailed Plans, Drawings, and Letter-Press Descriptions Plate I. Ground-plan of the Tabernacle, with Elevation of the Door-way to the Court, and a
Bird s-Eye Sketch of the Desert of Sinai and the Surrounding Regions. Plate Il. The Tabernacle as pitched before Mt. Sinai. Explanations. - The view is
from the North. The wide plain in the foreground is that of er-Rahah. The central mountain in the background is Jebel Musa (in the wider
application of the name), of red granite, sseamed and cracked as if by fire; and the pinnacle immediately in front is Ras Sufsafeh. At the right is Jebel
Ghubsheh, of dark porphyry, with the valley of the Lejah between. At the left is Jebel ed-Deir, inclosing the valley of the same name, so-called from
the monastery of St. Catherine situated in it. The tents scattered around are those of the leading Israelites, the upright octagonal one being
supposed to be that of Moses himself. (The regular encampment around the Tabernacle is not here exhibited, as that arrangement appears to have
been made for the march at a later period than the first erection at Sinai.) The plain has a few stunted bushes, and a couple of rills issue from the
valleys on either side of the middle cone. In the foreground is a side-view of the Tabernacle (enough of the front being shown to give a general idea
of its form), surrounded by the Court. The cloudy Pillar is resting on the roof over the Mercy-seat. A Levite is raking...
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