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lens for understanding the shifting visions of African art that are manifested in institutional practices of collecting and display in the United States.
Thirteen essays present the institutional biographies of African art collections in a selection of American art museums: the Cincinnati Museum of Art,
the Hampton University Museum, the Brooklyn Museum, the Barnes Foundation, the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Museum of Primitive Art, the Art
Institute of Chicago, the Indiana University Art Museum, the Fowler Museum at UCLA, the University of lowa Art Museum, the Seattle Art Museum, the
Menil Collection, and the National Museum of African Art. Kathleen Bickford Berzock and Christa Clarke offer a review of the history of collecting
and displaying African art in American museums and identify important issues that are raised by the essays: defining aesthetic criteria for African
art and for its display; breaking free from the monolithic rubric of primitive art ; broadening perceptions of what constitutes African art; and
formulating a place for context and culture in understanding and presenting African art. Representing Africa in American Art Museums concludes
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