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**xxx Excerpt from Speeches of Woodrow Wilson, Vol. 30: Notable Addresses by the President on Great Public Occasions, Including Messages to
Congress The public speeches of Woodrow Wilson since he became President of the United States are not many, nor are they long. Yet they have
made a distinct impression on the public mind. There is a widespread idea that, at least from the standpoint of literature and lofty ideals, these
speeches outrank those of any President since the days of Abraham Lincoln. They represent a comparatively new side of Woodrow Wilson; certainly
they have within the past two years revealed that side to the people of the United States for the first time. Mr. Wilson s professional training and life
were never those of the orator. He was, rather, a student in seclusion. For many years a master of pure English, it was the English of the writer
rather than of the speaker. Not until Mr. Wilson became a candidate for the governorship of New Jersey did the revelation come that he was a
platform speaker of rare skill and felicity; that the college professor could strike the human note with extraordinary force and that the man of the
classroom could go before the people of the country and think on his feet. During his term as Governor of New Jersey Mr. Wilson added greatly to
his reputation as a public speaker. Even then, as now, he was not given to many speeches. But when he talked he had something to say, he knew
how to say it and when to say it; he displayed a keen realization of the fact that a long speech is seldom...
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