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**xxx Excerpt from Poems: With Biographical Introduction Harold Brian Steele was born at Howell, Michigan, August 6, 1887, the son of George and
Dora Steele, When the boy was three months old his parents removed to Charlotte, Michigan. It was at Charlotte that Steele received his entire
preparatory education. He entered the primary schools of that city at the age of six, and was considered to be an exceptionally precocious child. He
began to read extensively at the age of eight. His first poetical composition was produced when the boy was eleven years of age. It bore the
pretentious title History of Persia. The following year he wrote another poem entitled Rulers of The World which was published in the Charlotte
Tribune. The editor offered to publish the lad s earlier poem, but Steele had already discovered historical inaccuracies, and refused to have it
printed. In 1901 he left the grammar grades for a time, serving for one term as page in the House of Representatives at Lansing where he took an
active part in a debating society organized by the boys. During his high school course Steele again absented himself, spending a half year in Denver,
Colorado. Despite these interuptions he graduated with his class in 1905. He wrote the class prophecy at that time. During his boyhood Steele read a
great deal of poetry, philosophy, and history, frequently walking to Albion, a few miles from his home, where he could take advantage of the college
library. It was during this period of his life that be became acquainted with the works of Swinburne and Whitman, the influence of whom can be
seen in his poems. The...
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